State Level Young Adult Conference on Human Rights

Organized by 

IARF / CRY-HR

HRE Conference Report
State level young adult conference on Human Rights was organized for the inter college students at Idhaya Jothy, Caussanel Puram, Tirunelveli. The invitations were sent to 23 colleges in Tamilnadu, but 10 colleges sent their students to take part in the conference. It was three days intensive training for the Young Adults to know about Human Rights and Religious Freedom. The IARF (International Association for Religious Freedom) in association with CRY-HR (Caussanel Inter-Religious Young Adult for Human Rights) organized this conference. 
Participants

The conference participants were selected from difference colleges in Tamilnadu. The HRE Facilitator had contact with various principals of the colleges in Tamilnadu and the forms and program schedules were sent to the colleges requesting them to select interested and active participants for the State Level HRE conference. The facilitator got very good response from the colleges. 

Total participants were 46, and their details are…

Gender 
Male 

31

Female   15



Religion
Christian         22
Hindu
17
Islam
 7


Colleges

1. St. Jude’s College, Thoothoor, Kanyakumari

8 Students
2. Holy Cross College, Nagarcovil, Kanyakumari

3 Students
3. F. X College, Vannarpettai, Tirunelveli


5 Students
4. Sadhakapdhulah Appa College, Tirunelveli

3 Students
5. A.P.C Mahalakxmi College, Tuticorin


3 Students
6. American College, Madurai



4 Students
7. Govt College, Paramakudi, Ramnad


6 Students
8. Caussanel College, Periyapattinam, Ramnad

3 Students
9. St. Loyola College, Chennai



8 Students
10. Ethiraj College, Chennai




3 Students
Most of the session was very interesting, because of the active interaction of the participants. They also brought many stories and doubts related to religious freedom and Human rights. 
Day One
The first day of the State Level HRE conference was started with the registration of participants. The expected participants have arrived before 10.15 am and they were taken to Francis Xavier Engineering College for Inaugural function. The inaugural function started at 11.00 am with an invocation. 
The Inaugural Function 
Important Personalities

1. Hon’ble Mimister Maideen Khan 

(State Sports and environment Minister)

2. Dr. Thomas Mathew 
(IARF International President)

3. Rev. Bro. M. Sengole SHJ 
(The Provincial Superior) 




- 

Introductory Session & Sharing the Expectation and Goals   

After the Inaugural function the participants had tea break followed by tea break the Introductory Session & Sharing the Expectation and Goals was started. Rev. Bro. J. Casmir introduced Rev. Fr. Anbu who took the section very creatively and made the participants to know each other and made them to share their expectation and goals. This session made the participants to feel at home and made them to expect more from this conference. 

The Young Adult and 33rd IARF World Congress

Miss. Priyanka Bohra, the young adult leader of Indore Branch  introduced Dr. Thomas Mathew the IARF International President to handle the session on “The Young Adult and 33rd IARF World Congress”. He shared about the preparation of the 33rd world congress and the world important personalities especially Dalai Lama who has invited for the congress. He also shared about the activities of the young adults in the forth coming congress. 

The Challenges of Young Adult Leaders  

The session on “The Challenges of Young Adult Leaders” was taken by Dr. Wilfred, the former principal of St. Jude’s college, Thoothoor. It was a power point presentation and the students were very happy about the presentation. After the presentation the participants asked many questions and received clear picture about the topic. 
HRE Session

After the session the participants were taken back to Causanel Puram for the next activities. Around 5.30 pm the participants were gathered in the auditorium for Human Rights Section. In the beginning the HRE facilitator Bro. Albert Xaviour gave an introduction about Human rights and he showed three document videos.  After each film there was a discussion and received immediate response regarding the films. Followed by this the participants had Group discussion and presentation based on three document films. Most of the participants said, this is a first time they learn about human rights especially UDHR. 
Recreation 

After the dinner the participants were requested to gather in the recreation room for recreation. Bro. Anbu and Bro. Inigo were conducted the recreation with many different interesting games and activities. It made the participants to refresh themselves to involve more effectively in the conference. Followed by recreation the first day evaluation was conducted by Bro. J. Casmir.  

Day Two

The second day conference was started with the participant’s Interfaith Prayers. Participants conducted prayer and worship according to their religious practices.  After the breakfast the participants were taken to visit interfaith worshiping places by bus. 

Visiting Various Religious Worship Centers 

The participants were taken to Lord Shiva Temple at Pabanasam, it is 78 Km away from the program venue.  All the participants were very happy to enter the temple and Mr. Iyankar explained about the history of the temple and the important celebrations of the temple too. After that the participants were taken to the ashram, were they had a session on “Hindu Spirituality and Human Rights”. 
Some of the questions asked by the participants to the resource person were…

1. The History of the temple

2. Which are the important festivals of the temple?

3. Will they allow any faith people in to the temple?

4. Why the name “Pabanasham” came to practice? What it mean? 

Causes for Social Evils

Rev. Bro. M. Sengole, the provincial superior of Caussanel Province was introduced by Bro. J. Casmir and requested him to present an interactive session on Causes for Social Evils. He gave power-point presentation and brought different kinds of social evils and how can we overcome these social evils. After the session the participants asked questions and got clear understanding on social evils and the ways to bring solution.

The participant’s questions to the resource person were

1. Who is cause for this caste problem?

2. Why the marriages are based on case system?

3. Who will bring solution for this caste system?

4. Olden days the caste system was more in Kerala, but now very little, reason for that? 

Youth ministry in Christianity

After the lunch the participants went to St. Francis Assisi church and had a session on “Youth ministry in Christianity”. The Session wad taken by Rev. Bro. Antony. He took little time to share more about the topic. His talk was very interesting and the participants were very happy about his talk and they requested him to take some more time.  The question by the participants was why the youth should not take part in the political activities? 
Islam Arabic College 

Around 3.30 in the afternoon the participants came to Melapalayam Islam Arabic College. The participants had an opportunity to see how Islam people pray in the Mosque. The girls’ participants were also allowed to get into the mosque to see the prayer.   After the prayer they arranged a small sharing the session about “The role of Islam Religion in world peace” by Mr. Noor Ahmad, the principal of Muslim Hr. Sec. School, Melepalayam. 

Interaction with Tirunelveli IARF branch members

The participants came to St. Thomas High School, Melepalayam to have interaction with Tirunelveli IARF members. Bro. Williams has arranged two dances from St. Thomas High School. Mr. Vairavarajan had moderated the session and many IARF members took part in the session including Mr. Subramaniam,SACC board member. The participants asked many questions and got more information about Tirunelveli IARF branch and their services in and around Tirunelveli. 
The questions to the IARF Tirinelvelli Branch members were..
1. What you’re expecting from us in future?

2. You people are so many years in IARF, what are the challenges you come across in IARF?

3. What kind of people you are targeting to do IARF service?

4. So many people are having very good opinion about IARF, how did you worked hard to bring this mane?

5. Which is your best IARF activity in the past years?

6. When was IARF started in Tirunelveli?

UDHR Articles 

The participants reached Caussanel puram around 5.30 pm and the next session was started after an hour. The session was bout UDHR articles. The participants were divided in to various groups and given the preamble and the articles of UDHR for discussion. All the groups were very active in discussion and they gave very good presentation after the dinner. At last Bro. I Stephen handled second day evaluation. 

The participants were very enthusiastic in the last HRE session. HRE activities and the session went up to 11 in the night. 
Day Three
The third day begun with the silent meditation lead by Bro. Abraham.  After the breakfast Miss. Upasana, the Indore Young adult leader introduced Dr. Rajaram, the HRE facilitator to handle the session on “Caste System & Human Rights”. He started his session by asking questions to the participants and got more answer from the participants based on the topic. 
North Indian Young Adult Leaders

The conference coordinator introduced the North Indian Young adult leaders to the participants again and requested them to share their experiences in IARF and their future plan to the participants.  

Miss. Janhvi Gupte (Indore Branch Vice-President) shared her one and half years experience and how she has arranged one HRE program with other young adult in Indore, M.P. She also said that they have planned to arrange another HRE program in the month of April 2010. 
Followed by her Miss. Priyanka Bohra (Counselor, Indore Branch) shared about her half year IARF experiences to the participants. She said that she learned many new skills from IARF and HRE. 

Then Mr. Vyas Yumnu (IFRY Leader, Manipur) shared about his two years experiences to the participants and also he explained about present Manipur situation and the problems by a small video show. At last he said through IARF he has planned to give at least little awareness to the young people in Manipur. 

Miss. Upasana (Secretary, Indore Branch,) shared about her one year experience in IARF and she said that she has planned to organize one HRE program in Baroda, Gujarat. 
After that Miss. Alpa (Young adult Leader, Gujarat) shared about her one year experience in IARF and also she shared about the problems in Gujarat. 

Finally Fr. Abraham (Young Adult Leader, Chatisgard) share about his two years experience in IARF and the plan he has in Chatisgard in future.
All these sharing gave good motivation to the participants to commit themselves for IARF in future. 
Goal Setting & Future Plan 
The participants were divided in to different groups and asked them to prepare their future plan and to set the goal on Human Rights Education and RFYN activities. 

The following future plans were proposed …

· Giving awareness about IARF and HRE among young-adults.

· Select young adults from various departments of the college and form a club.

· Conducting weekly club meeting and contact with IARF members for any help relating doubts and resource materials.

· Forming HRE project group with the members from various colleges in Kanyakumari district and this team will lead programs in local places.

· Once in a month we will have field work with our convenience. We will show video clips.

· Apart from these programs, the Loyalites and Ethorajians have planned to conduct two hour programs in their own colleges and other colleges together according to the convenience. This discussion will be based on UDHR articles. The students of other streams are not informed about there rights hence, we are planning to target these students and present an interesting program about UDHR.

· The Chennai group has planned to conduct two programs before the end of this academic year. We would choose following universities:
     
1.  Dr. M.G.R University
              
2.  Madras university.

                 
3.  S.R.M university.

                 
4.  Madras Christian college.  

Our resource person has already arranged permission to conduct programs in these colleges.

· The program will be divided into three days.

	DAY
	ACTIVITY
	TIME

	
	
	

	Day-1
	Inauguration and introduction.
	10:00 am to 1:00 p. m

	Day-2
	UDHR-discussion and presentations.
	9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m

	Day-3
	Role play, Future programmes, Sharing the thoughts, Valediction.
	9:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m


After the future plan presentation the participants were asked to select a leader and secretary in their areas to continue RFYN works in future. 

They are..
1. Madurai RFYN:


President :
Nagoorkani







Secretary:
Murugeshwari

2. Chennai RFYN:


President :
Anbu Mani







Secretary:
Ghousiya K.

3. Kanyakumari RFYN: 

President :
Bro. Joffin Joseph 







Secretary:
S Bulomine Regi

4. Ramnad RFYN:


President :
BalaMurugan







Secretary:
Devendran

5. Tuticorin
RFYN:

President :
S. Priya







Secretary:
S. Shenbagadevi 
6. Tirunelveli RFYN


President :
T. Anbu Uma







Secretary:
H. Mohamed Nabil
The each RFYN group has many members who will work with the president and the Secretary. These people were appreciated by IARF International president Dr. Thomas Mathew and he welcomed them to IARF-RFYN.

After the lunch the participants prepared some role plays and they presented it during the valedictory celebration. The valedictory celebration was started around 2.30 pm and the following guests were invited for the celebration. 

During the Valedictory function the participants shared their experiences and they were given certificates and book written by Bro Joe Antony about “The Youth and the Society”.  
Valedictory function Chief Guest 

Dr. Thomas Mathew (IARF International President)

Some Final Sharing of the participants 

· I am fully satisfied. It was very informative.

· I got lot of information about HRE. Made many friends and came to know about happiness in unity.

· Got lot of friends in the HRE and learnt about HR and IARF’s rules and regulations.

· After attending the conference, it gave me the confidence to fight against all the social evil.

· I felt satisfied.

· All events were useful for me.

· Please stress more on time management.

· Very good program in the IARF.

· Three days presentation is very good.

· I feel lucky to attend this IARF program as I realized a change in my character and now have a good attitude.

· I will improve other skills.

· I very much enjoyed this program and it helped me to change my personality.

· We need more actions relevant on the subject.

· I really enjoyed and learnt more facts from this conference, I expect this to continue.

· The worship places we visited was very good, I learnt many things through it.

· Days of conducting the program can be increased.

· I could improve my level of information and understanding.

· Three days conference was very much informative that helped us to fulfill our expectations towards interfaith.

.

