International Association for Religious Freedom

International Young Adult conference,

Chennai, 11-13 Sep 2009

Introduction

The International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) has planned to organize a three days international young adult conference in Chennai, South India from 11 – 13 Sep 2009. The IARF South Asia Coordinating Council has appointed a planning committee to organize this young adult conference. The planning committee consulted with IARF India Chapter leaders, member groups and HRE facilitators for their advices and suggestions. Through the help of above members, the organizers were able to conduct the conference very successfully - to mould the young adults and to prepare them for the IARF 33rd world congress. According to the planning of the committee the conference was started with the inaugural function at 10.00 am on 11th Sep 2009 and it was concluded with valedictory session at 4.30 pm on 13th Sep 2009.  

Conference Organizing Committee 
The following members were appointed for the planning committee. 

The Conference President 
- Dr. Thomas Mathew, the IARF international president
Organizer 


- Mr. Rengapashyam, president, IARF India Chapter

Organizer                    

- Mr. Shabeer Ahamed, National Secretary IARF India 
Chapter, Mysore, 
Organizer 


- Mrs. Hemalatha, National Treasurer, IARF India Chapter

Conference Coordinator 
- Bro. Albert Xaviour, IARF-SACC Young adult leader and  

HRE facilitator 
Before the conference the organizers had a meeting and decided to conduct the program at Dhyana Ashram, Chennai and they fixed a date for the conference on 11th to 13th Sep 2009. The program coordinator Bro. Albert Xaviour designed the program schedule and got approval from the conference president Dr. Thomas Mathew. The organizers arrived one day before the program to the conference place.  
Vision of the conference 
“Role of Yong Adult on Human Rights and Duties”. 

Participants

The participants for this conference were invited from all the branches of IARF India Chapter and also the participants from other country too. Total participants of this conference 94 

 Indian Participants are from the following states. 

1. Tamilnadu,
2. Pondicherry

3. Kerala

4. Karnataka

5. Andhra Pradesh

6. West Bengal 

7. Madhya Pradesh

8. Gujarat
9. Kashmir 

10. Manipur 

11. Maharastra.

12. Punjab

The participants from other countries are from the following countries 

1. Nepal 

2. Uganda

3. Tanzania
4. Kenya

5. Sri-Lanka

6. Maldives

7. Somalia

8. Tibet

9. Philippines

No Of Participants from the major Religions
Christian 
- 26

Hindu 

– 47
Islam 

– 13 

Buddhist 
–   8
Program Details 
First Day (11th Sep 2009)

Conference started by 7.00 am. The sub committee for Accommodation has played a key role to accommodate the participants without any confusion and difficulties. After the breakfast the registration was started. The Registration sub committee engaged in registering all the details of the participants. There were two participants appointed to welcome the participants and guest to the conference. Then the inaugural function was started at 10. 30 am as per the schedule.
Inaugural Function
Bhajan 

– by Ishwariya Harini

Lighting the Lamp
- by the dignitaries 
Holy Books Readings -  Bhagavat Geeta by Upasna, Quran by Imtiyaz, Bible by Bro.Williams

Welcome dance  
- by Reshma Thomas (saraswati Vandana)
Welcome Address 
- by Mrs.Hemlatha, Tresures IARF India Chapter
Introduction about IARF- Adv. Shabeer  Ahamed, National General Secretary

Presidential Address
- by Mr.  V.Rengapashyam, National President

Inaugural Address
- by Hon.Justice A.S.Venkatachala-Murthy

Key note Address
- by Dr. Thomas Mathew, IARF International President
Vote of Thanks     
- by Bro. Albert Xaviour Conference Coordinator 

Ice- Breaking Session  
After the inaugural function the ice-breaking session started in order to know each other and to get a familiarity in the conference. This session was jointly conducted by Mr. Radhakrishnan Menon, an expert for International trainings assisted by Mr. Venkhat, IARF, and EC member. 
Ice-Breaking
One: - 123 Clap Game. It is to make aware of oneself on the conference. 

Two: - Jack and Jill. It is to deepen the concentration 
Three: - Same color dress. It is to know others and to form group.
Four: - changing the chairs. It is to know new people.

Five: - trying to lift the chair. It is to test how the participants listen the facilitator’s words. 

Six :- Memory Game. To kwon others name. 

Over viewing the past HRE program  
The second session was over viewing past HRE programs by the HRE Facilitators from India. This session mainly was for getting  a clear picture and orientation about the young adult HRE programs conducted in India by SACC. 
Mr. Shabeer Ahmad shared about how the HRE program began in India and Bangladesh. 

Mr. Asit bashu shared about the structure of the HRE program

Mrs. Hemalatha shared about the changes among the young adult through HRE programs. 

Mr. Ramachasndren shared about the challenges and success of the HRE training in India. 

Values and Ethics  
The next session was taken by Mr. Radhakrishnan. The theme for this session was Values and Ethics of young adult. The following important points were quoted by Mr. Radhakrishnan in the session. 
Values 

1. the innate dignity of human being

2. respect and concentration for others

3. the interconnection between the human and others things 

4. The importance of integrity and service.

5. the attitude of non-violence

6. The individual and collective quest for peace and happiness. 
7. Love, truth, right contact, peace, non-violence. 

Ethics 

1. Politics without principles 

2. wealth without work

3. pleasure without cautions

4. business and morality 

5. science and humanity

6. Worship. 

Human rights, duties and religious freedom
The session ‘Human rights, duties and religious freedom’ was taken by Dr. Ashok Alex Philip, National trainer, YMCA’s of India and Mr. Jyothiraj, SACC HRE Coordinator. It was supported by a power-point presentation.  The session began with displaying a picture, and the discussion geared up with various interpretations on that picture. The participants were very active in this session to describe the picture. Finally the discussion went on to interfaith marriage and love marriage. Freedom of choice should be respected by the elders to build a peaceful society. Religious freedom should be respected and fanaticism should be prevented. Youths should not be mute spectators, they should act and bear the torch of freedom of expressions and uphold the dignity of every human life.

After the long discussion Mr. Jyothiraj presented his session by power-point presentation. The important points of his session follows:- 
Anchoring on Human Rights Initiatives

· The right to inform

· The right to perform

We strive for!

· Formation

· Information

· Transformation

· Reformation

Responsibilities of HRE workers

· Encouraging educators to start new initiatives.

· Transacting HR ideas into action.

· Assisting youths to elaborate HR base.

· Broadcasting of HR content

· Incorporating music and other cultural inputs for propagating HRE

What World Expect from U?

H- Habit strength

R- Resourcefulness

E- Envisioning

www.hre.in

W- World

W- Work

W- Witness

Can we lead the World?

· Awareness

· Sensitization
· Syntax

· Action

· Values

· Attitudes

· Skill

· Knowledge

How do we transact HR activities in a pluralistic world?

Pluralism = Synergy
What do we do?

· Parochial co-existence

· Regional concerns

· Peace building exercises

· Inter cultural & intra cultural activities

· Disarmament

· International interventions

· Interfaith activities

· Documentation

· Publications

After the presentation of Mr. Jyothyraj, Dr. Alex continued his presentation. His presentation had following important points. 
Pro Existence of Humanity

To exist is to co-exist and to co-exist is to pro-exist

Pro-existence can be nurtured

Pillars of HR Education

Purpose – Brotherhood of all living and

                 non-living organism.

Goal       – Development and co-existence of 

                  the universe.

Aim        – Peace building.

Objective – Propagate tolerance and 

                   self- worthiness.

Target    – Victims of HR violations.

Task       – Timely intervention.

CD perspective of HRE

 
Choice element

· When

· What

· Who

· When
Decision making element

· Agenda

· Action

· Awareness

· Application

Value based interventions

· Reciprocity

· Reconcile

· Reform

· Recreate

· Refine

· Reverence

Group Discussion

Around 6.30 pm the participants were called for the Group discussion session. This session was conducted by Bro. Albert Xaviour and Mr. Venkat. The whole participants were divided in to ten groups and they were given ten different topics for discussion. 
Participants had been actively interacted and shared their views on this very live session. They summed up that every right has an obligation to respect freedom of others.
The topics are 

1st group – Religion 

2nd group – Caste 

3rd group – Tolerance 

4th group - Politics 

5th group – Education 

6th group – Employment  

7th group – Human rights 

8th group – Youth 

9th group – Communication

10th group – Health 

After the group discussions, group leaders presented their breif reports to the whole group. Again it gave another opportunity to the participants to interact more deeply on various reports.
Recreation
After the dinner the participants had gathered again in the auditorium for recreation. The participants came forward to sing and dance by single and group. Some people also came forward to conduct some indoor games. The participants had spent nearly one hour for this recreation and at last they had five minutes breathing and concentration exercise (like examine of conscience) to make oneself free to bed. With this the first day young adult conference came to an end. 
Second Day (12th Sep 2009)

The second day program was started with interfaith prayer. 
Interfaith prayer

The interfaith prayers from the following religions
Islam faith Prayer was offered by the participants from Maldives 
Buddhist prayer was conducted by Tibetan Youths
Christian Prayer was celebrated by South Tamilians 

Hindu faith prayer was celebrated by Bengalis 

Evaluation of first day
The session of evaluating the first day program was started at 9.15am. It was led by Anbumani, the young adult leader. The following comments were shared by the participants. 

· All the sessions were very good and we learned more from the sessions. 
· We hope this kind of interaction is needed for the young adults.

· We thought this conference will be boring, but when we came here it was completely opposite. 

· We hope this holy mission goes further ahead. 
· We want to stay here with this group some more days. This is the first time we are interacting with other language people. It was completely knowledge with practice. It is the first time in our life we sincerely and fearlessly talking about other religion and hearing from other religous participants about our own religion.
· We have found all kind TV channels here and had a great session. 

· There is so much to share. The only way to teach is to be taught and I am still willing to learn. 

· Welike to attend more programs like this. 

· Its very encouraging to see young people speaking. Not until you are able to receive and understand you will be able to practice and you are speaking. 

· This conference definitely will develop out personality skills.  Freedom and Human Rights are very much interconnected ,at the same time duty is the main pillar to guarantees the freedom.
Challenges before young adults for world Peace

The first session of the day was started with the prayer song by Bellshita and group. After the song Dr. Thomas Mathew introduced Dr. Homi Dhalla, the IARF international council member to the participants, who will be leading the session. After the brief introduction Dr. Homi Dhalla started the session with power point presentation. Some of his important points are... 
Country of Tears 
Pope John Paul II said, last century was a century of tears. 

Aspects of Violence 

Domestic violence

Female feticide

Harvesting organs

Electoral violence 

In China many times the prisoners body organs were harvested 

Electoral violence: the opposition does violence for elections. 
Population Explosion
17 million in India every year

73 million in globe every year

State sponsored violence 

Tibet – Dalai Lama (its cultural genocide he says)


He has been called a monster and so on by the Chinese government

Darfur Sudan in Africa :- 300000 people have been killed within last 3-4 years 

Myanmar – last 43 years no democracy. A lady in house arrest since 12 years. 

Earlier 

Hitler : 230000 innocent children and 6 million Jews killed

Stalin : 15  million people killed 

Maritime violence 

Defence spending 

India’s budget 105 crs 

 Iraq war
Peace is possible – Global initiatives 
Auroville – 43 Nationalities live peacefully 

Hiroshima – city of peace & hope 

Asthana – Peace palace. (Asthana is the capital of Khazakhistan) 

· Mohalla Communities

· Sarvodaya Movement 

· Bhutan GNH

· Interfaith Movement

· IARF (International Association for Religious Freedom)

· WCRP (World Conference for Religious Peace) 

· Bosnia Gardening Project

· SEEDS (project for youth)

· Gandhian Studies

· Nuclear disarmament 

· Restorative Justice 

· Role of Music

· Festival of sacred music

· Power of forgiveness

· Power of Negotiation 

· Power of persuasion  

Viewing of three HRE Document films
After the coffee break, the HRE films were shown to the participants, because some of the participants did not attend HRE training program before the conference. This three HRE films 1- Where is Home, 2- Sacred Grove , 3- Rita’s choice  will be an introduction for the next session. The next session was about UDHR and religion. After watching the films, the participants came forward to share their views about the fills.  
Religion Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow & practicality of UDHR
This session was handled by Dr. K.R. Shyamsunder IPS, Additional Director General of Police, Tamilnadu. He took nearly 30 minutes for his sharing. Some of the important points of his sharing are…

One of the most important rights is right to life. 

Evolution of Human Rights

Religion does it change?  No, the religious leaders are changing and their interpretations are changing but the religion is not changing. 

“Do unto others as you would like to be done to yourself” Christianity

Love, truth, simplicity and harmony, the parents should teach this to their children. 

No religion has ever said to do violence against other religion or group. 

Pilgrimage

After the session the participants were given 15 minutes to get ready to go for pilgrimage by bus. Three buses were arranged for the participants to visit the interfaith worshiping places. The participants were taken to the following places.

1. St. Thomas Basilica, Santhom, Chennai. : - first of all the participants were taken to St. Thomas Basilica. The participants went around the church and also they visited the museum and tomb of St. Thomas.  Than the parish priest came and explained about the Basilica to the participants.  
2. Kabileshwar Temple, Chennai: - after the church the participants were taken to the temple called Kabileshwar. Since it is one of the oldest temples in Chennai, the participants took more time to see the Temple. 
3. Vivekanathar House, Chennai: - followed by the temple the participants were taken to the House of Swami. Vivekanathar. There the participants have seed the life history of swami Vivekanather. 

4. Marina Beach, Chennai: - at last the participants were taken to the Chennai Marina Beach. The participants enjoyed in the beach. Around 6.00 pm the participants came back to the conference place. 
Cultural Program

In the cultural program, following activities took place. 
1. Group Song 

2. Solo Song 

3. Group Dance 

4. Solo Dance 

5. Mime (Role Play)

6. Jocks 

7. Games 

After the cultural program, two minutes silence prayer was conducted. 

Third Day (13th Sep 2009)

The third day program also begun with interfaith prayer at 7.30 am. This prayer celebration was lead by Bro. Albert Xaviour. 

Morning Prayer

1. Hindu Bhajan 
- By Ishwarya & Harine 

2. Christian Bhajan 
- By Sr. Amutha

3. Islam Bhajan
- By Imtiyaz & Zahoor

4. Common Bhajan
- By Mrs. Hemalatha & Promila 

5. Bhajan in Bengali 
- By Mr. Ashit Basu

6. Zoroastrian Prayer 
- By Dr. Homi Dhalla 
Evaluation of first day

The evaluation session for the second day program was started at 9.15am. It was led conducted Mr. Jyothiraj. He gave a brief introduction about last day program and asked the participants to share their experiences. The following comments were shared by the participants. 

· We want to stay here, because the program was very good. 
· Now we understood the problem of other country 

· Many things we can do together and it can be very interesting

· The temple in where we have taken was completely new and lovely but they threw us out. But in Bengali they welcome everyone in to the temple. This is one I did not like.

· Strive for information, work for transformation, part of reformation and bring change. 

· After hearing the Kashmir stories, we have to do something for them. 

·  I am starting to get to know about festivals because everything here sticks to their tradition. 

IARF- HRE program and Young Adults
This session was handled by the Indian IARF young adults Bro. Albert Xaviour, Anbumani, Laxmi and Preetham. They shared their experiences in international programs and HRE trainings. 
Bro. Albert Xaviour. 
The HRE programs give the participants an idea to learn about one and others, and also it helps the young people not only to know about Human Rights but also to know more about their own religion and others too. The IARF international young adult programs and HRE programs have mounded me to give myself for the society. It brought a radical change in me to bring peace among the young generation. 
Laxmi
I had very good time in Jordan. I had an opportunity to mingle with other country people and I learned many things from them. I thank IARF fro sending me to attend the international program in Jordan. 
Mr. Preetham
There is only one element in all the religion. We should conquer over selves than we conquer the world. 

Anbumani 

IARF helps me to shape my idea, my experiences, my value.  We had very good experience in Netherlands young adult program. IARF provides very good opportunity to the young people. 

Communication Skills for the HRE Trainers

This session was taken by Morse Flores, IARF young adult coordinator. He has discussion about what is a communication skill and why it is needed for the young adult. He had Group discussion and gave the topic based on communication skills. He took nearly 45.00 minuets for this session. 

Future plan of Young adult programs in South Asia

This session was handled by Mr. Rengapashyam, president IARF Indian Chapter. He gave a brief introduction about IARF India chapter and he asked the participants what are the program can be done in future. The following future plans were shared by the participants… 

· Three days programs are not enough, it can be six days 

· I kindly request you to reach to Africa and we will walk with you to Uganda, Kenya and all & be sure we will support you.

· We have an idea what HR and all is, so we can conduct it at our own places. Also we can call & collect people from different religion for festivals and celebration together.

· I would like to have this kind of conference in other countries also. 

· Do not forget this go back to your place and conduct such a program there too. 

· I would like to conduct this kind of program for the police man in Manipur. 

· This kind of conference should not be given to only the educated people, I think it should be more for uneducated as they face more problem in their day today life. 

· I have never get a change to speak out, what I have on human rights in our college and society, but this is the fist time I get a change to speak out the problems of the society. 

· When I go back, I want to do something with the children because they are the future. 

After hearing from the participants Mr. Rengapasyiam concluded the session by briefing the suggestions of the participants.    

Planning for 33rd International Congress

Mr. Shabeer Ahmad introduced and welcomed Dr. Thomas Mathew and Dr. Homi Dhalla to have discussion on Planning for 33rd International Congress with the participants. 

Dr. Homi Dhalla introduced the date and theme of the IARF world congress to the participants. That is …

IARF 33rd World Congress at Kochi on Sep 4- 7, 2010

Theme:- “Beyond conflict to reconciliation- Challenges before the 21st Century”.

IARF Young Adult Conference 2-4 Sep 2010

IALRW (Women‘s Wing) 2-4 Sep 2010

Dr. Thomas Mathew said that the IARF has selected some young adult (Boys for young adult programs and the girls for women program) to prepare the congress. They will plan with the coordinators and SACC office. 

Validity Function

The validity function was started at 4.30 pm with the prayer song, and the validity function had following programs. 

1. Prayer Song 

2. Welcome Address 
- Mr. Rengabasyiam 

3. Presidentioal Address – Dr. Thomas Mathew 

4. Chief Guest Address 
- Dr. R.M. Ramathal 

5. Certificate and memento  distribution 

6. Validictory Address
- Dr. Homi Dhalla 

7. Vote of thanks 
- Mr. Ramachandran 

8. National Anthem 

After the valedictory function, the participants were give the evaluation form to get the bead back and learning experience from the participants. With this the IARF international young adult conference comes to an end.

Important events of the conference

Best Caption of the conference 

The best caption writing was received by Jahnvi Gupte, Indore, M.P. Her caption was “Change yourself to change society, because you are the society”. She was awarded by the IARF International President Dr. Thomas Mathew and   Dr. R.M. Ramathal, the chief quest of the validity function. 

Best Stories 

The role play (Mime) played by Chennai young adult was very excellent. The theme of the role play was the sufferings of Srilankan tamil people. After seeing the role play all the participants and the VIP’s shed tears. At last they were asking other participants, let us help our brothers and sisters. 
The Kashmir friends shared, that they studying Indore M.P. since they are from Kashmir and their name says that they are Islam, the M.P people treated them very badly in Indore. They were thrown in to prison for a night, because they are from Kashmir. People thing they are from Pakistan. They say they are treated badly in their own country, thinking they are from other country. 

In Manipur, many policeman started kill the public without any reason. If anybody wants to start any company there means, first they have to give money to the terrorist and get their permission. Than secondly only they have to go to the government. 

 In Africa the people always support where there is benefit. For this they are ready to kill the people too.

In Maldives there is only one faith, this is the first time I am seeing other faith people and it is surprise when we came to Mysore a Christian came forward to help us to get residence. 

In West Bengal poor children are thrown in to the street. There is nobody come forward to help such a people and give basic education. I want work for such a children, because they the pillars of our future society. 
Challenges of this Conference 
Two days before the conference, the program coordinator took one of the Kashmir participants and went to the governing body of the Islam Mosque to get permission to visit the Mosque on the second day (Pilgrimage) of the conference. But they said it is time of Idd Mubarak and people are busy for its preparation. So the Mosque council has decided not to allow any outsiders in to the Mosque. Because of this they did not give permission to visit the Mosque. 

When our participants went to the Kabileshwar temple they had a big challenge in the temple. The temple in-charge people did not allowed the participants to get inside the alter. “This is the first time we are experiencing such thing in the Hindu temple” said by Hindu participants. 
Congress young adult Women Team
The following young women were selected for the preparation of the IARF 33rd world congress in Kochi. 

1. Anbumani
- Tamilnadu 

2. Minalinin 
- Kolkata 

3. Upasana
- Gujarat

4. Jahnvi Gupte 
- Indore, M.P

5. Ghousiya 
- Tamilnadu

6. Sushmitha
- Mysore 

7. Tenzin 
- Tibet 

8. Marianna 
- Africa

9. Shreya

- Kolkata

10. Dhiksha
- Nepal

11. Poormina 
- Tamilnadu

12. Aishath
- Maldives 

13. Helga

- Tanzania 

14. Reshma 
- Kerala

15. Dilini

- Srilanka 

Congress young adult men team 
1. Bro. Albert Xaviour 
- Indore, M.P

2. Preetham

- Mysore 

3. R. Gold Pravin 
- Tamilnadu

4. Zahoor Ahamad 
- Kashmir 

5. Lalith


- Andhra Pradesh

6. Anto Jofel 

- Kerala

7. Anandh

- Indore, M.P

8. Presanna 

- Srilanka 

9. Gautham 

- Tamilnadu 

10. Vyas Yumnam
- Manipur 

11. Bro. Williams

- Tamilnadu
12. Imtias 
Ali 

- Kashmir   


