Two Days workshop on Human Rights Education in Association with IARF India Chapter  (SACC)  and the Political Science Department of  St. Philomena’s College, Mysore, India

5th and 6th March 2010 at St. Philomena’s College, Mysore, India
“Life is not mere living, but living well”-Aristotle

Ever since the post world war, Human right is gaining greater momentum.  Its significance and relevance is much realized in these days of globalization.  Human rights have become an indispensable part of human life.  Today UNO and almost all nations have realized its importance.  The UDHR on 10th December 1948 is evidence.  This magnacarta of Human rights has opened a new chapter and it is rightly considered as a silver lining in Human rights. 

St.Philomena’s College, Mysore in association with its department of Political Science and IARF India Chapter hosted a two days workshop on human rights education.  With the support from Rev.Fr.Leslie Moras, Principal,  St.Phelomena’s  College, Mysore, Prof.M.Raphael, HOD Sociology, Mr.Shabeer  Ahmed, Secretary IARF India chapter, and Mr.Anand.C, Department of Political Science, SPC Mysore. This workshop became a reality.  It had all the Ingredients of a thought provoking, educative, informative, interactive and above all interesting workshop.

The workshop started on 5th March 2010 at 9.30 a.m. first was registration.  Nearly 180 students of Political Science, SPC Mysore registered their names.  It was quite surprising that 5th March 2010 being a holiday on account of Mysore University Convocation, we never expected such a crowd.  Thanks to the Principal of SPC and Mr.Anand.C.Pol, Science department for providing such an enthusiastic ambiance.
Inauguration

We had invited Prof.V.K.Nataraj, former director of Madras institute of developmental science as a Chief Guest. Rev.Fr. Leslie Moras, Principal, SPC, Mysore was the President. Prof.M.Raphael, HOD, Sociology Department, SPC, Mr.Anand.C, Department of Political Science were also present.
The programme had nearly 180 students representing not only India but also abroad countries like Iran, Afganistan, Maldives, Tibet, Tanzania etc. India students were mainly from Manipur, Kerala, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Karnataka etc. It just looked like a world conference. Prof.V.K.Nataraj inaugurated the two days workshop by lighting the lamp.  A group of students sung a hymn which represented all religions.
In his inaugural speech Prof.V.K.Nataraj stressed the importance of human rights. He also stated that one may be religious or irreligious or non religious but one should be definitely human and respect human values and human rights.  He lauded the UDHRS for its contribution in this field.  He also cited a vivid example of Mr.Jyothi Basu a former CM of West Bengal who was a communist.  Since communists do not believe in God, but Mr.Jyothi Basu respected a Godly personality Mother Theresa.  One thing which is common between them is that they both believe that service to humanity is the highest religion.

Rev.Fr.Leslie Moras, Principal, SPC, Mysore also gave his presidential address to the participants and wished all the best for the participants and to the facilitators.  Students were thrilled with the presence of Prof.M.Raphael, HOD, Sociology Department, SPC.  After the inauguration there was a photo session. 
The morning session started at 11.00 am at the chapel of SPC. At first students were grouped into a large group for self introduction.  Students were asked to introduce their group member.  This created a relationship between them as they come from different semesters.

In the second exercise, students were further grouped.  They were around 10 groups consisting of 18 students each.  Art.18 of the UDHRS was discussed in groups and each group had a self selected president and a secretary who collected all the information from their group members and presented them on stage.

After this round most of the students felt that stage fear can be defeated through these types of exercises.  Thanks to Mr.Shabeer Ahmed our facilitator.
After lunch, by 2.00.p.m the session started identifying the local problems, their causes and remedies.  .

A cultural programme on Afghanistan dance was performed by a group of Afghan students.  This enthralled the audience.  It created a feeling that one may be from Afghan, India, Srilanka, Maldives but all of us have the same feeling-we belong to one family.  

Another group activity followed this on Art.18 of UDHRS.  It was a long day but the participants never got exhausted. It was almost 6.00 p. m when the first day’s workshop was concluded.

Day-2
The session started at 9.a.m with prayer.  Mr.Shabeer Ahmed invited students from different religions like Christianity, Islam, and Hindu to invoke the grace of God. This brought all religious people together.

Followed by this some slides/pictures were displayed which dealt with inter religion and intra religious problems.  The groups started to discuss this and presented their opinion.

Second session started with an ice breaking game.  Students from Maldives arranged a game for the participants.

Once again the group activity started with chart writing.  Each group presented their opinion through charts.  In the mean time students from Orissa gave a cultural programme on Orissa tribal dance.

Valedictory

The Valedictory programme started at 6.00.p.m on 6th March 2010 at the chapel hall.  Rev.Fr.Leslie Moras, Principal and Rev.Fr.Bernard Prakash, Vice Principal, SPC were present.  Rev.Fr.Leslie Moras, Principal expressed his gratitude towards IARF for conducting this workshop successfully.  He also congratulated Political Science Department, SPC.  He advised the students to carry on this experience for future.  Certificated were distributed by the guests.

The workshop was concluded by playing six countries National Anthem.
